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11 MEF commander extends
greetings to Okinawans

Lt.Gen. Joseph F. Weber
Commanding General, 111 Marine Expeditionary Force
Commander, Marine Corps Bases Japan

It is indeed an honor and a privilege for me to assume command on
Okinawa of 111 Marine Expeditionary Force and Marine Corps Bases Ja-
pan. My wife, Brenda, and | are truly happy and
excited at the opportunity to return. The genuine
kindness and enormous hospitality of the people
of Okinawa are such a wonderful part of this beau-
tiful island.

Since taking command in July this year, | have
begun to re-familiarize myself with the rich history,
culture, and not to mention language of the
Okinawan people. Brenda and I couldn’t be more
pleased to be living on Okinawa again.

As commanding general of the Marine Corps’
only forward-based MEF, | have the privilege of
observing our young men and women as they hone
their skills and train in order to support the U.S.-
Japan Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security.
These young men and women, the Marines, Sail-
ors and civilians of 111 MEF, train and work vigi-
lantly to provide security and most importantly
maintain peace in Okinawa, mainland Japan and
throughout the Asia-Pacific region.

The 111 MEF conducts approximately 70 joint
and combined exercises throughout the Asia and
Pacific Region each year in countries such as the
Philippines, Thailand and Korea to name a few. Okinawa’s central location
is a vital key in responding to contingencies in a most expeditious manner,
and fostering regional security and prosperity throughout this region.

The 111 MEF’s mission is a difficult one. It’s really to defend our nation
and Japan against the unknown, the uncertain and the unexpected. The
enemy we face today is unconventional, unpredictable and full of surprise.
The Marines and Sailors of 111 MEF are committed to preparing our forces
to deter this adversary and maintain the peace and stability which the ma-
jority of this region of the world has enjoyed for over 60 years.

| take great pride in 111 MEF and the Marines, Sailors and civilians who
comprise it. We remain mindful that we are guests of the Okinawan people,
and will continue to strive to be contributing, responsible members of the
local communities in which we live.

Lt.Gen. Joseph F. Weber
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Camp Butler commander aims
to foster friendship with Okinawa
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Brig.Gen. Joseph V. Medina
Commanding General, Marine Corps Base Camp S.D. Butler

I am pleased and privileged to take command of Marine Corps Base
Camp Smedley D. Butler. My wife, Analynn, children and I are especially
happy to be here on Okinawa, working and living
amongst our Okinawan hosts.

I have had the privilege of living here before, but
this will be the first time for my entire family. I am
looking forward to introducing them, as well as be-
coming reacquainted myself, to the unique culture,
fascinating history and friendly people of Okinawa.

As the Camp Butler Commanding General, my
mission is to oversee the facilities, training and lo-
gistical support, formal schools and administrative
support for the approximately 15,000 Marines and
Sailors here on Okinawa. It is my honor to watch
these men and women sharpen their vital skills and
train, in order to fulfill their critical mission of sup-
porting the U.S.-Japan Treaty of Mutual Coopera-
tion and Security.

Okinawa’s central location in this area plays an
important role in the Marine Corps’ ability to rap-
idly respond to potential contingencies and ensure
peace, stability and prosperity in the region. The en-
emies of today are ever adapting, but we are com-
mitted to preparing our forces for the future.

The Marine Corps has a long-standing reputa-
tion as the premier force-in-readiness and a rich tra-
dition of involvement with local communities, to include schools, hospi-
tals and orphanages to name just a few. Thousands upon thousands of
community service and involvement hours are spent here on Okinawa
every year. Marines and Sailors volunteer to teach English to local school
children, invite orphanages on base for aquatic activities, and visit the homes
for the elderly to landscape and sometimes even dance and sing.

| take great pride in all the Marines and Sailors of Marine Corps Base
Camp Butler. | hope to foster a more productive and prosperous friend-
ship between the Marine Corps and our Okinawan partners in the time to
come.

Semper Fidelis “Always Faithful”

Brig.Gen. Joseph V. Medina
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Futenma Marines dance,
celebrate culture and friendship

obooboobooooad
ododoooooad

Story and photos by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Dancing to upbeat music and dressed in flamboyant costumes, “Inter-
national Uchinanchu,” a dance team consisting of 35 Marines and family
members from Marine Corps Air Station Futenma, mesmerized tens of
thousands of spectators watching the Kachashi
contest during the 28" annual Ginowan City
Hagoromo Festival Aug. 14.

One of 30 teams entered in this year’s con-
test, “International Uchinanchu” was the first-
ever U. S. military team to participate.

Kachashi, meaning “to mix” in Okinawan
dialect, is a lively, upbeat, freestyle Okinawan
dance performed by men and women of all ages,
usually at the end of parties and celebrations.

Ginowan City's Kachashi contest was started
17 years ago by a local Junior Chamber as a pro-
motion to attract more festival goers to the an-
nual Hagoromo Festival, according to Hideo
Matsuya, president, Ginowan City Tourism Pro-
motion Association.

Today, the Hagoromo Festival attracts more
than 200,000 people annually and is regarded as
one of the biggest festivals in Okinawa, said
Matsuya. The Kachashi contest is the two-day
festival’s biggest crowd-drawer, he added.

Consisting of Marines and their families from
Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron,
MCAS Futenma, “International Uchinanchu”
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was initially formed to enter last year’s contest,
according to team coordinator Elena Takaho,
community relations specialist, MCAS Futenma.
However, the team voluntarily withdrew after
the helicopter accident in Ginowan just a few
days before the festival.

Marines belonging to “International Uchinanchu” wait
off stage prior to performing at the Kachashi
contest during the 28th Annual Ginowan City
Hagoromo Festival Aug. 14.
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The squadron was happy, therefore, to receive
an invitation again this year.

“We extend a huge welcome to the “International Uchinanchu,” the first
MCAS Futenma team in the history of the contest,” said Matsuya. “The
folks from Futenma Air Station are also members of Ginowan City, and we
really want them to be a part of our community and this local event.”

Haruko Higa, president, Kachashi promotion committee, who volun-
teered to teach last year's team, also volunteered to help this year's team. “I
had a great time teaching Marines and their families again,” said Higa. She
said that the members she taught last year remembered the dance and
helped her teach new members. After four intensive practice sessions taught
by Higa and her friends, “International Uchinanchu” was ready for the
contest.

On contest day, in a crowded gymnasium where participants dress and
prepare for the opening ceremony, four local volunteers spent nearly two
hours helping “International Uchinanchu” members put on special make-
up, colorful kimono-like costumes and matching topknots, all provided
by the promotion committee.

“They were spectacular,” said Higa after the performance. “Each mem-
ber was so vibrant, chanting to the music so well.”

The team also impressed the judges with its performance and won the
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Chibariyo Award, which is pre-
sented by Ginowan City Mayor
Yoichi Iha to the team that gives
the most spirited performance.

Being part of the team and par-
ticipating in the contest was a “once
in a lifetime experience” for 1stLt
Queta L. Marquez and her 8-year-
old daughter Marisa. Seeing the big
crowd, Marquez said that she was a
little nervous at first. “But seeing
everyone having such a great time
and sharing that with our
Okinawan hosts was an indescrib-
able feeling,” she said. Lance Cpl.
Chris J. White, who played the role
of Chondara, the team clown, said
he joined the team because he
wanted to know and experience
Okinawa culture with people from
the local community. He said that
acting as the funny guy was easy for
him because he likes performing in
front of people.

“Ginowan City wants to play a
key role in spreading Kachashi,” said
Yoshio Arakaki, chairman, Kachashi
Contest Executive Committee “It’s
great that we had Marines partici-
pate in this year’s contest. They cer-
tainly became the great cultural am-
bassadors of Kachashi between
Okinawa and America.”

Marinesandtheirfamiliesbelongingto “Intemational Uchinanchu”
perform during the Kachashi contest at the 28th Annual Ginowan

City Hagoromo FestivalAug. 14.
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Lance Cpl. Stephen Thomas dances as aChondara, orteam clown, atthe Kachash.i

contest during the 28th Annual Ginowan City Hagoromo Festival Aug. 14.
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Lance Cpl. Chris J. White, a Chondara,
or team clown, takes his performance
off stage onto the ground near the

audience during the Kachashi contest.
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Marisa Marquez,8, on behalf of the MCAS Futenma team,
receives the Chibariyo award certificate from Ginowan City
Mayor Yoichi Iha after the Kachashi contest.
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Americans,Okinawans meet
to enjoy food, family
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Story and photos by Cpl. Martin R. Harris
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Service members and their families came
together with members of the Urasoe City
Chamber of Commerce to experience food,
fun and games during the 3rd Kinser Fam-
ily Friendship Day at Roberts Field pavil-
ion on Camp Kinser Sept. 24.

The festivities started with a game of
softball between Japanese and American
teams.

After the game, Col. Paul Greenwood,
Camp Kinser commander, addressed the
guests by expressing his thanks to the citi-
zens of Urasoe City for their long history
of hospitality and friendship.

The entire event was organized for both
adults and children, with emphasis on the
children and families, explained Manabu
Yara, Urasoe Chamber of Commerce
member and advisor to the Young Entre-
preneurs Group (YEG) of the chamber.
Yara said that the Family Friendship Day
was first planned as one of YEG's inter-
national exchange projects three years ago.
According to Yara, the chamber of com-
merce and other organizations in Urasoe
City have enjoyed a flourishing interna-
tional exchange with Camp Kinser for a
long time.

The Urasoe Chamber of Commerce
brought portable grills to the event to cook
Okinawan specialties like fried noodles,
yakisoba, and yakitori. Sushi was also avail-
able for everyone to taste and enjoy.

According to Katsuya Tomikawa, chair-
man, YEG, the exchange of food is a very important aspect of friendship
and helps bring people closer to one another.

“Food is something everyone can relate to and enjoy,” Tomikawa. “We
want to taste American food, and we also want Americans to enjoy Japa-
nese food. This helps us to understand each other and become closer as a
community, regardless of our history.”

“The Americans brought out a little bit of everything,” said 1stLt.
Taylor Lee, officer in charge of camp services. “There was lasagna, chili,
chicken wings and baked beans, but the Okinawans really loved the dev-
iled eggs and cakes. The eggs were gone real quick.”

Japanese and Americans also came together to challenge each other to
arm wrestling matches, dizzy izzy (a race in which participants run to a
baseball bat, put their forehead on the tip of the baseball bat and turn
clockwise ten times before running back to the starting point) and three-
legged races.

The Urasoe Chamber of Commerce Women’s Group, which was par-
ticipating in the friendship day for the first time, showed Americans how

Please see “Kinser Family Day” on page 7

Pfc. Benjamin Blodgett and Yuto Mekaru participate in the three-
legged race during the 3rd Kinser Family Friendship Day Sept. 24.
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Urasoe City Assembly ODOOOOO4Ooooog
members tour Camp Kinser O 0O 0O 0O 0O 0O O

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

To familiarize themselves with
Camp Kinser, the Urasoe City As-
sembly Chairman, 12 members of
the city’s special committee on U. S.
military bases, and other city offi-
cials toured the base Aug. 16.

The group visited the Battle of
Okinawa Museum, Wana-Ga , and
the Cook Chill facility. During lunch,
Deputy Camp Commander Ma;.
Matthew P. Ferguson welcomed them
and gave a briefing about the base.

Michio Okumoto, special com-
mittee on U. S. military bases’ chair-
man, expressed his appreciation for
the tour to Ferguson and said that
the committee hopes to enhance
communications with Camp Kinser
on behalf of Urasoe citizens.

“Maintaining our friendship
with Camp Kinser is extremely im-
portant,” said Sunao Sawada, chair-
man, Urasoe City Assembly. “We
want a close relationship with the
base we host, rather than being hos-
tile toward it. By interacting with
each other through many events and
occasions like this, we can deepen
our relationship.”

(From left) Kenichi Matayoshi and Masanobu Matayoshi, both members of the
Urasoe City Assembly’s special committee on U. S. military bases, and Michio
Okumoto, committee chair, pose for a photo after visiting the Cook Chill facility
on Camp Kinser Aug. 16.
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Continued from “Kinser Family Day” on page 6

to dance Bon Odori, or Japanese
traditional folk dance. All women
in the group wore Yukata, Japanese
summer kimono, adding a summer
festival atmosphere to the day’s
event.

“It was so fun to play with all
the Americans. | loved doing the
dizzy izzy because it was so hard to
run straight without falling,” said
6-year old Youto Mekaru, who got
to visit the camp for the first time.
“I had a great time today.”

“These type of events help
bring different families together,”
said Yara. “It's a growing trend in
Japan to have smaller families,” he
added. “But if so many small fami-
lies can get together and share, we
all become one big family.”

||,'_.
==
P <

Kimiko Miyara (in Yukata) , chairperson, Women’s Association, Urasoe City
Chamber of Commerce, teaches Bon Odori, a Japanese traditional folk dance,

to Camp Kinser Marines and their family members.
jo0dd0dob0oD00bD0oDUdooO0DOoDUOoOoDOoDOoooOoOon
Jo00000oo0ooooooogao

o

gooooooooooooooooDo

gooobooboodd
ooogoog
gooooo

OooO0O0Oo0oD 00000000
o o o s o s e o s e e
DO0opooooOqp0ooooooob
DOopooopooodgoodot

Ho O

|

O

|

O

O

O

O

oboOgoog



; | Unit Spotlight |

3rd FSSG provides quality
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Marine Corps Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Okinawa

Staff Sgt. Eric D. Holt, 3rd Transportation Support Battalion, 3rd FSSG, shakes hands with an Okinawan resident at the Yomei-
En Senior Home in Chatan Town June 22. Marines from 3rdTSB visted the home to dean the outside and interact with patients.
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The 3d Force Service Support Group (3 FSSG) is an integral member of
the 111 MEF air/ground/logistics team, providing combat service support to
Marine Corps operations throughout the Western Pacific.

Headquartered at Camp Kinser in Urasoe City, the command consists of
Headquarters and Service Battalion and the 3d Materiel Readiness Battalion at
Camp Kinser; the 3d Dental Battalion and the 3d Transportation Support
Battalion at Camp Foster; the 3d Medical Battalion and 9th Engineer Support
Battalion at Camp Hansen; Combat Service Support Detachment 36 at Ma-
rine Corps Air Station, Iwakuni, Japan; and Combat Service Support Group
3 at Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii.

Through these units, the 3 FSSG provides equipment maintenance,
supplies, transportation, finance, legal, medical, dental and engineer support
to the 111 Marine Expeditionary Force. Presently, this diversified command
has nearly 6,700 Marines and Sailors with more than one hundred and fifty
different occupational skills.

Activated on May 1%, 1958, the group acted as the 3" Marine Division’s
force service regiment and saw battle in Vietnam in 1965 and 1966. On March
6, 1976, the 3rd Force Service Support Regiment was re-designated 3rd Force
Service Support Group as part of the implementation of new doctrine, orga-
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nization and structure for combat service support in the Marine Corps.

Currently, the Marine Corps has four FSSGs. All will soon be renamed
Marine Logistics Groups as part of a recent decision by Headquarters, Marine
Corps. As such the 3 FSSG will be renamed the 3 Marine Logistics Group.
With the name change, there will also be changes in the FSSG structure to allow
them to respond more quickly to “real world” situations such as disaster relief
and contingency operations.

Like the rest of the 111 Marine Expeditionary Force, the 3" FSSG was
extensively involved in U.S. relief efforts in Southeast Asia and the Indian
Ocean areas after last December’s tragic tsunami. Using a combination of
airlift and sealift, the 3“FSSG deployed approximately 495 personnel and 775
tons of equipment from Okinawa to support Tsunami relief efforts. The 3"
FSSG also coordinated the delivery of supplies, including 600,000 Ibs of cargo
delivered by airlift and 224,699 gallons of water produced and distributed in
both Sri Lanka and the Maldives. In addition, 3 FSSG medical personnel
played a key role in meeting immediate health care needs of the survivors. In Sri
Lanka alone, 3rd FSSG provided medical care for more than 2,000 patients.

Photo courtesy of U. S. Marine Corps

Staff Sgt. Jason E. Cornelison, air delivery platoon sergeant, 3rd Air Delivery,
3rd Transportation Support Battalion, 3rd Force Service Support Group, throws
out a box of Meals-Ready-to-Eat from a back of a CH-46 helicopter into a field
during a Philippine Interoperability Exchange exercise.

The 3rd Force Service Support Group
emblem is a large torii gate with the
Marine Corps’ eagle, globeand anchor
in the center.
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USNH, Hokubu Nursind o ppnooooooon

School launch nurse
training program

ooboodooood

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Deniece S. Thomas.

gb400000000000000b00000s00000OO00000DOObO0O0O3xOOOoOooOo0OO

Over the past decade, the U. S. Naval Hospital Okinawa, located on
Camp Lester, has been developing a unique partnership with Nago City’s
Hokubu Nursing School, providing facility tours and basic life saving
classes for Hokubu student nurses and staff.

The partnership broadened this summer when, in response to a re-
quest from Hokubu Nursing School, the USNH invited student nurses
to train with them for three weeks.

According to Toshiko Ikehara, Hokubu Nursing School director, the
school had been seeking to provide their students with opportunities in a
foreign environment so as to live up to one of the school’s principles:
internationalism. “Consequently, we were extremely thrilled when the hos-
pital welcomed our request and worked very closely with us to make it
actually happen,” said Ikehara. “It will provide many important learning
opportunities for our students.”

“We realized that this program is a golden opportunity to expose
Japanese students to the many roles that American nurses have,” said
Navy Capt. Jan M. Carrio, Nurse Director, USNH. She said that whereas
American nurses can choose among several different specialties, including
critical care nurse, nurse anesthesiologist, midwife, nurse educator, and
nurse practitioner, the only advanced training opportunity for Japanese
nurses is to become a midwife.

For five months before the program began, Ikehara and Carrio met

Nanako atavoshi, Hokubu Nursing School 3rd-year-student, hands four-day-old Jasmyn to her mother
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frequently to shape ideas into a program, discussing primary goals and
devising detailed schedules. The two agreed that the program should not
include a great deal of classroom training but rather should focus on
giving Japanese students opportunities to conduct rounds with the USNH
nurses. “We wanted Japanese nursing students to expand their knowl-
edge and skills through this program and American nurses to get to know
more about Japanese nurses.”

During the opening ceremony Aug. 4, Capt. USNH officials, including
Navy Capt. Peter F. O’Connor, commander, USNH Okinawa, welcomed the
two students selected to participate in this pilot program: Nanako Matayoshi,
a third-year student and Takahiro Chibana, a second-year student.

Each student was provided a room at the Navy barracks on Camp
Lester during the program. To alleviate any concerns that the students and
their families might have about training away from home at a military
base, students and their families were invited to meet their USNH spon-
sors and staff to tour the hospital. For language and moral support,
emergency phone numbers, including numbers of hospital bilingual staff,
were also provided.

“I jumped at this opportunity,” said Matayoshi, who was inspired to
become a nurse because of the American host mother she stayed with in
Texas for a year when she was in high school. “I thought having this

“We all have a lot to teach each other for the
good of the future and the good of the island
for both of our people.”

Navy Capt. Jan M. Carrio, Nurse Director, USNH
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training experience at the USNH would help me get one step closer to my
dream of working in an American hospital.”

Matayoshi decided to focus on maternity-related care during the pro-
gram because of her desire to pursue that specialty after completing Japa-
nese hospital training. Matayoshi said she was very excited to observe
several deliveries, including one Caesarean section, an opportunity that
she could never have at a Japanese hospital. “Though | found some
differences between providing nursing care at Japanese and American hos-
pitals, | also found that the way people express their joy and happiness at
a child’s birth is the same.”

In contrast, Chibana rotated through ten different departments and
clinics and said he wanted to broaden his perspective as a nurse in the
future. “Nursing skills don’t have a national boundary,” said Chibana.
“Just because I’'m Japanese doesn’t mean my future patients or coworkers
will always be Japanese. | thought seeing and experiencing a different
environment than what we normally see would help my career as a nurse.”

Chibana also said that he was “impressed by how friendly the USNH
staff are to each other and to their patients at every clinic in the hospital.”

Ikehara called the program a huge success and credited that success to
the leadership of the Navy Hospital and its staff’s professionalism. She
also said she was deeply grateful for Carrio’s understanding and her pas-
sion for aiding in the education of Okinawan nurses.

Carrio, meanwhile, said “We all have a lot to teach each other for the
good of the future and the good of the island for both of our people.”
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Takahiro Chibana, Hokubu Nursing School 2nd-year student, reads a patient's
vital signs for Lt. Martin Riche, couplet care staff nurse, USNH.
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Japanese, American college
studentsvisit Okinawa

goboboboooooonn

Story and photos by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

To study the U. S. military presence on Okinawa within the scope of the
U. S.-Japan relationship, 76 Japanese and American university students, as
part of a tour sponsored by the
57 Japan-America Student Con-
ference, visited here Aug. 7
through 13.

JASC is a non-profit educa-
tional and cultural exchange pro-
gram for university students from
the United States and Japan. Be-
gun in 1934, it provides an op-
portunity for approximately 80
Japanese and American students,
half from each country, to exten-
sively discuss issues that affect the
two nations. Each year, the stu-
dents alternate visiting each coun-
try.

Under this year’s theme of
“Exploring the Roles and Possi-
bilities of the Japan-American Part-
nership,” the students lived and
traveled together for a month, vis-
iting Kyoto, Hiroshima, Okinawa
and Tokyo.

Before arriving in Okinawa, the
students participated in a peace cer-
emony in Hiroshima as a part of
the 60-year commemoration of the end of World War I1.

“While we studied the past relationship between Japan and America in
Hiroshima, we came to Okinawa to shift our focus more toward current
issues that lie between the two countries, such as the U. S. military base issues,”
said Michiko Sugita, JASC Japanese Executive Chair and International Chris-
tian University student.

Sugita said Okinawa epitomizes issues surrounding U. S. bases in Japan.
“Observing the bases firsthand, along with American students from within
the bases, allows us to examine those issues here from various viewpoints.”

While on Okinawa, the students visited battle sites and survivors of the
Battle of Okinawa as well as several U. S. military bases, including the site
selected by the government of Japan for the relocation of MCAS Futenma.
They also stayed with host Okinawan families for a few days in the southern
part of the island.

At Camp Foster, students received a brief about roles of the U. S. military
on Okinawa and the impact of its presence on local communities, as well as
the Asia and Pacific region, from Lt.Col. Richardo C. Stewart, deputy, Com-
munity, Planning and Liaison (G-5), Marine Corps Base Camp S. D. Butler.

Stewart answered a chain of questions after the briefing, from the signifi-
cance of the U. S. military presence and its social and environmental impact to
disciplinary measurements taken by the military against service members who
violate Japanese law.

Benjamn Seligman of Cornell University said he learned that the mission
of the U. S. troops in Japan was not just to defend Japan but also to defend

Please see “JASC visits Okinawa” on page 13

Lt.Col. Richardo Stewart, deputy G-5, Marine Corps Base S. D. Butler, answers Ayako
Hatano, Tokyo University student, during JASC’s visit to Camp Foster Aug. 9.
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fAmerican
\ted Cross

A Photo by Kaori Tanahara

Okinawa Garnson Forces Labor Union donates to Katrinavicims
000000000000 00000000000000n

To help victims of Hurricane Katrina, Okinawa Garrison Forces Labor Union Chairman Satoru Higa, center, hands a $1,000 donation to American Red
Cross Senior Station Manager Gary Trotter at Camp Foster Sep. 8. The union gathered the money from its 320 members who work on U. S. military

bases on Okinawa.

ooooooooooooOoOoOo0OooOOOoocO0O0oOooOoOo0oO00O0OOOOoOOoO0ODoOooOOcO0O0OO0OObOobO8bOOOOOOO
ooo0OO0O0OO0OO0OO0OO0OoOOOOooOOOO0OO0OO0OO0O,00000000000000O000C0O0O00OOOO0OOOOOOOOOO0OS3200
oooOooooooOOOoooooOooOO0ooo

Continued from “JASC visits Okinawa” on page 12

many interests that are related to both
America and Japan. “I think a lot of
people on both sides were actually
really impressed with what the Ameri-
cans are doing here in Okinawa.”

“It was interesting to see who rep-
resents (American citizens) here,” said
Stanton Lawyer, a political science and
history major at Howard University.
“They are good ambassadors, but |
also understand people would have
objections to massive military instal-
lations.”

“I participated in this conference
because | wanted to discuss military
bases on Okinawa with American stu-
dents,” said Akiko Shimamura. “I
was impressed by the U. S. military’s
efforts to alleviate the negative im-
pacts such as noise pollution and
crimes.”

Cpl. Ryan Nelson, right, speaks with Japanese and American students after a
joint physical training session during the JASC’s visit to Camp Foster Aug. 9.
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Camp Courtney summer
English course inspires
Uruma high schoolers

Story and photos by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

While touring their own “little America,” 55 Okinawan high school stu-
dents from Uruma City enhanced their English proficiency skills during Camp
Courtney’s weeklong English program Aug. 1 - 6.

In addition to its adult evening English classes and assistant English
teacher programs at local elementary schools, Camp Courtney has been offer-
ing a weeklong summer class annually since 2001. With help from Courtney
Marines and their families, students

gboobooooboooman

learn English conversation skills in
various classroom sessions on
Courtney as well as field trips to other
Marine Corps bases.

The course aims to provide par-
ticipants with a real English-speaking
environment through interaction
with the Courtney volunteers, accord-
ing to course coordinator Ichiro
Umehara, Camp Courtney commu-
nity relations specialist. “(It's) like a
short study-abroad experience for
them without leaving Okinawa.”

Due to positive feedback from lo-
cal high school administrators and
teachers and prior years’ participants,
this year’s class size was raised from
24 to 55 students, according to Col.
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James E. Reilly, commander, Camp
Courtney.

While university students and
adults from Gushikawa and Ishikawa

Takechika Noha, Ishikawa High School senior, uses a dictionary to try to
explain a Japanese expression to Cpl. Lance D. Jones, H&S Company, 3rd
Marine Division, during the Camp Courtney Summer English Course Aug. 1-6.
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Cities participated in previous summer
courses, when the newly-incorporated
city of Uruma came into existence this
spring, Camp Courtney limited the course to high school students due to the
overwhelming number of applicants, according to Kazue Ishikawa, office for
gender equality and cross cultural exchange, Uruma City.

According to Ishikawa, 80 students signed up within a few days after the
course was advertised at six local high schools. Because of the increase in the
number of applicants, Uruma City decided to play a role as liaison between
those high schools and Camp Courtney, providing course information, pro-
cessing applications, and providing attendants and bus transportation during
the course, she added.

Throughout the week, mornings involved classroom instruction that cen-
tered around a different topic each day. The group would then have lunch on
base before taking a field trip each afternoon. During the field trips, participants
toured facilities on Marine Corps bases including the Camp Courtney commis-
sary, the Armed Forces Network broadcasting center at Plaza Housing and
Marine Corps Base Camp S. D. Butler headquarters at Camp Foster.

Wakako Yamashiro, a Gushikawa High School senior, signed up for the
course because of her interest in going overseas to study English. “This course
gave me great motivation to study English even harder to become a more fluent
English speaker,” she said. “I'd really like to have more chances to meet with

Please see “Courtney English course” on page 15
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Pfc. Nicholas R. Becker and a Kawasaki Senior Community Group member hand out a good luck chamrm
and flyer to a morning commuter in Uruma City during the 2005 Okinawa Drive Safe Campaign Sep. 21.
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Marines, Okinawans encourage safe driving

Story and photo by Lance Cpl. Cathryn Lindsay

Thirty Kawasaki Senior Community Group
members and five Camp Courtney Marines handed
motorists safe driving flyers, individually wrapped
candies and 300 handcrafted charms, which are be-
lieved to ward off evil spirits and protect drivers
from accidents, on the streets of Uruma City Sep 21.

The effort was part of the 2005 Okinawa Drive

Safe Campaign.

This was the third year Marine volunteers have
joined the senior citizens, who have been crafting
the charms and organizing the campaign for six years.

“We really appreciate the Marines’ help,” said
Yasu Yamada, a member of the community group.
“The Marines on Camp Courtney are our neigh-
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bors, and this gives us a chance to come together as
one community.”

“This (project) was another opportunity for us
to bond under a common issue,” explained Col.
Jim Reilly, Camp Courtney commander. “These
occasions help build trust and strengthen our bond
as neighbors.”

Continued from “Courtney English course” on page 14

people on Camp Courtney who live right next
to us. I'll certainly recommend this course to
the junior students at my high school.”

According to questionnaires completed at
the end of the program, all participants evalu-
ated the classes and tours as “enjoyable” and
“interesting.” Most participants also said the
program would have a positive effect on their
future English study, offering comments such
as “gained confidence and positive attitude to-
ward speaking English” and “English words |
learned in this course appeared even in my
dreams.” Many requested that the course be
offered more frequently.

“This year’s program was a phenomenal
success and is a credit to both the local schools
and the Uruma city leadership,” said Col. Reilly.

programs, we hope to better prepare the youth Camp Butler, guides the Camp Courtney Summer English

of our Uruma communities to gain acareerin Course tour group at MCB Butler headquarters. Sep 4.
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“By continuing to provide English instruction  Col. Bradley E. Turner, chief of staff, Marine Corp Base
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the worldwide market place and offer them - ooooooooooooooooooooooo O

help in achigving a path to their dreams.” O00000000E000000
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U. S., Tomigusuku ballplayers
‘hit it off” In friendship game
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Story and photo by Lance Cpl. Terence L. Yancey

Approximately 200 American and Japanese baseball players, ages 11-13, met
for a day of friendship and excitement at the Senaga Island baseball field for the
4% Japan-U. S. Friendship Children’s Sports Exchange Sept. 17.

During the opening ceremony, Tomigusuku City Mayor Toyoaki Kinjo
greeted American and Japanese players, coaches and parents.

“The main reason why people can build friendship and trust with each other
through sports is the sportsmanship,” said Kinjo. “Playing fair by the common
rules and to the fullest of one’s ability
has universal virtue throughout the
world. I want you to keep ‘friendship
through sports’ in mind while playing
fun and fair baseball games today.”

Then, players representing Ameri-
can and Japanese teams pledged to use
the day as an opportunity to build team-
work and make friends.

Fourteen Japanese and American
youth teams squared off in the tourna-
ment at four different fields.

“This is an especially important expe-
rience for younger children,” said Glen
Polito, assistant youth sports director for
MCCS and American teams’ coordina-
tor. “Since there isn’'t a military installa-
tion in this community, it gives mem-
bers of the local teams a chance to interact
with Americans and hopefully gives ev-
eryone a chance to make new friends.”

“The players got achance to not only

alsoanew culture,” said Lance Cpl. Chris
VanSanten, head coach of the Camp
Foster Stroz and a patrolman with the Camp Foster Provost Marshal’s Office.

“Kids weren't as shy as adults,” said Yuji Chinen, head coach of Team
Onaga, Tomigusuku City. “It seemed they didn’t care much about the fact that
they are playing against American players who are physically bigger than them-
selves. They were enjoying themselves, playing with American kids on and off
the ground.” Chinen said that his players and their parents were very excited
when they found out about the tournament. “Baseball is indeed America’s
national sport and American major league baseball became huge in Japan with
many Japanese players playing in it. This tournament gives our children a sense
of playing in an international game.”

“We had fun and a good experience,” said Motoki Sakae, captain of Team
Onaga. Sakae said he made many American friends during the day and wanted
to participate in the tournament again next year.

At the end of the tournament, Japanese and American players mixed teams
and took part in a pickup game. Bilingual children helped the players communi-
cate during the game. Noo one seemed to care about the score.

The teams exchanged medals and thanked each other for a fun-filled day at
the conclusion of the games.

“This was a once in a lifetime experience for our team,” said Lance Cpl.
Michael Villa, assistant coach for the Stroz and a patrolman with Camp Foster
PMO. “Not many kids this age get a chance to experience something like this. |
don't think this event is something these kids will ever forget.”

Lance Cpl. Lance D. Jones, Camp Courtney Nationals assistant coach, studies
the kaniji on Onaga Team Captain Motoki Sakae’s hat during the 4" Japan-U. S.
Friendship Children’s Sports Exchange Sept. 17.
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Thank you from the bottom of my heart for your
story and photo about Ginowan’s Matakuro Square.
I'm very happy to tell you that the square is now
used by the district’s people to relax, socialize and
play sports. On July 9, the district's memorial service
was held there. Before the square was built,
residents held the service in front of the “Harakara
no to” memorial. The dance dedicated to the war-
dead, which is part of the service, used to be held

at the community hall due to the lack of space. This
year, we were able to hold the entire service in the
square, allowing more participants than before to
stay till the end of the service.

Also, on July 31, we had a big grass cutting and
cleanup at “Ufu-ga,” a natural spring that used to
be the place for villagers to socialize, wash, bath
and say prayers before the war. It's now located
on MCAS Futenma, and we conduct this cleanup
annually through the courtesy of the MCAS
Futenmacommander.

There may be many issues between America
and Okinawa. However, interactive friendship is
necessary. The “Ichariba Chode” spirit of Okinawans
seems to be a great way to help build international
friendship. | hope that your magazine will continue
to serve as the bridge between America and
Okinawa. {Seiichi Miyagi, Ginowan City)
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| enjoy reading each edition of “Okina Wa.” |
think the magazine is helping Marines and the people
of Okinawa understand each other a great deal.

It contains a wide variety of topics ranging from
messages from distinguished people to intercultural
exchanges, volunteer activities, and event
information.

The article | personally look forward to the most
is the “Profile” section. When | was a child, | had a
strong prejudice that convinced me all American
soldiers were rowdy, including Marines. As | read
the section, the prejudice gets blown out of my
mind. | even receive courage from those Marines.
I'm always interested to learn why each Marine
decided to join the Corps and how sincere they are
in dealing with different situations in their lives. If 'm
given an opportunity, I'd love tomeetthem in person.
Please let us read about more and more Marines.
(Hatsuko Yamakawa, Ginowan City)

See page 18 for more “Readers’ Voices”
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0000 (Ichino Kuba) 637-1886
000000 (Elena Takaho) 636-2022
0000 (Hiroko Tomimura) 645-7766
0000 (lchiro Umehara) 622-9561
00000 (Chiyoko Kochi) 623-4509
0000 (Fumio 1ha) 625-2544

643-7294
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Umeharai . ja@mcbbutler.usmc.mil
KochiC@iiimef.usmc.mil
IhaF@3div.usmc.mil
TajimaK@okil0.med.navy.mil
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Hello. | read the Okina Wa my friend had and found out about the Futenma
Flightline Fair. | actually went there and felt that the atmosphere on base is not
something we can normally enjoy. | enjoyed it very much because it was so
much different from the festivals | reqularly go to. Seeing different aircraft was
great. | look forward to the next event on base. Is it possible to make Okina Wa
monthly? (Chieko Asato, Ozato Village)
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| enjoy reading each edition of Okina Wa. | learned a lot, reading articles
about Marine Corps activities and different bases. Here is my question: how
long can a Marine work on base on Okinawa? (Hideyuki Toyama, Ozato Village)
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Thank you for taking the time to
read Okina Wa. Your comments,
suggestions and feedback will help
us improve!
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usme.mil/Okina_wa/subscribe.html and completing the on-line
subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest

issue has been posted on the website. The publication can be

viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States

Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan commu-

nity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and per-

sons about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and in the

region. The contents of Okina Wa are not necessarily official views of, or
endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government or Department of De-
fense. It is published quarterly by the Consolidated Public Affairs Office,
Marine Corps Base Camp Butler 098-892-5111 ext. 645-9303. Okina Wa is
on the web at

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa.html
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